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this method. The great objection seems to be that the

witness has to repeat the words and stand in a more or less
constrained attitade, thus making himself very conspicuous.
This to a man of a nervous or retiring temperament acts as
a deterrent. Again, the time occupied is considerably greater
than with the ordinary oath." Our correspondent concludes
by asking if it would not be possible for the clerk to repeat
the words of the English oath and for the witness to assent
to them, not by kissing the book, but by raising the hand.
This, we think, is a very good suggestion, but it would be at
the present moment illegal.

A NEW OCULIST’S SEAL.

A NEW seal of a Roma.n oculist has recently been dis-
covered in France, and its inscription may be found in the
Revtce Arch&eacute;ologique. This seal brings the number of known
examples of these interesting monuments of medical

antiquity up to about 200. The text upon the seal is,
"Luxsuri Diasmyrnes post, impetum. Decorati cloron

Opobalsamum." As in several other cases, the seal

apparently bears the name of two oculists. The first

remedy, diasmyrnes, or myrrh, &Dgr;tx &sgr;&micro;&ugr;&rgr;&ugr;&eegr;s is frequently
prescribed on these seals for "post impetum (pituit&aelig;
lippitudinis), which Siohel, in reference to a passage of
Celsus VI., 6, 1, translates as " after the muguous secretion
of ophthalmia." 

" All the great medical classics, of course,
allude to it, as also do Scribonius, Marcellus, and Actuarius.
Up to the present it has been found designated as a remedy
for post impetum, by itself, upon six of the oculists’ seals.

Cloron, perhaps from X&lgr;&ohgr;&rgr;os green, is mentioned by Galen
and Aetius, and occurs upon a seal found at Kenchester (see
Simpson in the Monthly Journzl of Medical Science, 1851, i

p. 250). Opobalsamatum, o&pgr;o&bgr;&aacute;&lgr;&sgr;auo&ugr;, sugar of balm, is i
upon tie seals only stated to be given by itself ad caliginam 
and that on only one seal. It is, however, mentioned upon
two others and on a vase without the addition of the name of
the malady to which it was applicable. Among other authors
it is spoken of by Paulus Aegineta and Nicolas Myrepsus. It
is frequently found upon oculists’ seals associated with other
collyria such as copper and oil of myrrh.

THE TREATMENT OF SEPTIC&AElig;MIA. 

SEVERAL observations have been published on the treat-
ment of py&aelig;mic affections by means of yeast and its prepara-
tions. In the Medical News (New York) of Sept. 25th is a
paper by Dr. Walter Courtney entitled " Yeast Nucleinic I
Acid in the Treatment of Septicaemia, with Report of Cases." I
For the purposes of this article Dr. Courtney defines septi-
caemia as "a general systemic invasion by one or more

varieties of the pyogenic or putrefactive bacteria, their pro-
ducts, or both." Dc. Courtney had observed Dr. Vaughan’s
experiments with yeast nucleinic acid on rabbits and

guinea-pigs which had been inoculated with the bacillus
tuberculosis, the bacillus of tetanus, and the bacillus

anthracis, and in different animals. The inhibitory and
frequently curative effect of the nuclein treatment of these
various infections was most marked, and Dr. Courtney
subsequently tried it in the treatment of patients suffering
from septicaemia. The results, as shown by ten casts e

published in full, were very satisfactory, only one case
proving fatal; but, as Dr. Courtney candidly admits, the
auxiliary treatment employed may have had something to
do with the results ; these aids were those ’ which effect
free elimination by all of the emunctories that may be pressed
into service, so as to rid the system of all the toxins possible," 
especially free purging. Dr. Courtney sums up his experience
thus: 1. The yeast nucleinic acid should be given at the
earliest possible moment that septic infection is suspected.
The physician should not wait for the typical and classic
tymptoms as given by text-books. Dr. Courtney’s observations

have led him to believe that if delay is made until rigors,
icterus, diarrhoea, delirium or apathy, profuse perspiration,
and a foul-smelling and discharging wound are added to an
abnormal increase in temperature and pulse-rate, and a
restless alertness on the part of the patient, to convince the
observer that it is septicaemia that must be dealt with,
instead of surgical fever or something else, a serious waste
of most valuable time must occur. 2. The nuclein should

always, in septicasmia at least, be given hypodermically if

possible, in order to secure prompt action of the given dose.
If the 1 per cent. solution is used, at least from 30 to
40 minims, undiluted, may be given every three or

four hours. If the 5 per cent. solution should be

used, from 10 to 15 minims may be given every three
or four hours, but ought to be diluted with distilled
or at least with sterile water. This is necessary to avoid the
local reaction which is sometimes caused when this solution
is given undiluted. In Dr. Courtney’s experience the 5 per
cent. solution is preferable, for one reason at least-it is

always stable. The 1 per cent. solution is not stable ; it
sometimes becomes cloudy and unfit for use. 3. The injec-
tion region should be examined daily in order to determine if
local reaction can have anything to do with the patient’s
increased temperature and pulse-rate. If it has it is due to
one of two things-either to insufficient dilution of the 5 per
cent. nuclein solution or to imperfect preparation of the skin
or syringe. In conclusion Dr. Courtney remarks: "The
results of my work with yeast nucleinic acid in septic&aelig;mia
are sufficiently encouraging to j astify a feeling of confidence
and a continuance of its use."

THE EARTHLY PARADISE.

By the above title we do not mean the Vale of Kashmir, or
Atlantis, or the Armenian Plateau, but we refer to the some-
what pro-aic district of Montagu-square. It appears from
a case tried before Mr. Curtis Bennett on Oct. 16th that
the dwellers in that favoured region have a private Act of
their own-namely, 54 Gsorge III.&mdash;empowering them to

bring offenders before the magistrate for annoying people by
selling newspapers "and noisily endeavouring to attract
attention that they had newspapers for sale." Three boys
were charged with this offence, and their respective mothers
made to enter into their recognisances in E5 to bring them
up for judgment if called upon. Mr. Curtis Bennett’s
remarks were so much to the point that we give them.

" In giving judgment Mr. Curtis Bennett said there
was no doubt that these street cries had become an

intolerable nuisance in London. Complaints were con-
tinually being made in the daily papers. A Bill for the
suppression of these noises was brought in during the last
session, but, unfortunately, there was no time for it to pass,
and it suffered what was known as the massacre of the
innocents.’ People who wanted to be quiet on Sunday ought
not to be troubled with the yells and cries of boys, which
went on morning, noon, and night. They (the boys) were
the plague and pest of every quiet citizen. Not only were
people annoyed in their houses, but even when they went to
church their ears were filled with these incessant cries.
There was one thing-this case would have the effect of
making property in Montagu-square more valuable, because
it was only where the inhabitants had a special Act of Parlia-
ment that they could put a stop to such an annoyance. The
time had come, however, when it must be stopped all over
London, for it had gone beyond all endurance, and Sunday,
instead of being the quietest day in the week, was becoming
the noisiest."

We are glad to see that Mr. Curtis Bennett feels the annoy-
ance. It is more than an annoyance-it has become a
perfect curse, not only on Sunday, but on every day. The
Strand is well-nigh unbearable from midday until any hour
at night. Piccadilly-circus is a perfect bear-garden, and
even Bond-street, which used to be one of the pleasantest
streets in London, is now invaded by the "winner"


